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The History of Thanksgiving
 odern Thanksgiving has its direct origins
M
in American history. In 1609, a group of
Puritans fleeing religious persecution in
England moved to Holland. They lived
in Holland for a number of years until a
group of English investors -- the Merchant
Adventurers -- financed a trip for more than
100 passengers to the New World.
On Sept. 6, 1620, they set sail on a ship
called the Mayflower, leaving from England and arriving in the New World after 65 days. They
settled in a town called Plymouth in what is now Massachusetts. The Pilgrims’ first winter was
so harsh that fewer than 50 of the group survived the season.
On March 16, 1621, an Abnaki Indian named Samoset entered the Plymouth settlement. He
welcomed the Pilgrims in English, and the next day returned with another American Indian
named Squanto, who spoke English well. With Squanto’s help, the Pilgrims were able to
survive in the New World. He taught them how to get sap out of the maple trees, how to avoid
plants that were poisonous and how to plant corn and other crops.
 he harvest was very successful, due in large part to help from the American Indians. The
T
Pilgrims had enough food for the winter and had learned how to survive in the New World.
Plymouth Colony’s Governor, William Bradford, decided to throw a celebratory feast and
invited the colony’s American Indian neighbors to take part. The American Indians brought
food as well, and the celebration lasted for three days.
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Historians believe that this celebration took place sometime in the fall. And although there
are very few clues to reconstruct the feast, some scholars believe that food items, like venison
and fish, were the main sources of protein, rather than turkey. It’s also thought that the food
preparation would have been greatly influenced by American Indian traditions since the
Puritans had been instructed by American Indians on how to cultivate and cook items
Many view the first Thanksgiving as an example of the possibility of great respect and
cooperation between two different cultures. But others see it as a symbol of the colonists’
eventual persecution of the American Indians. Sadly, the friendly spirit of the first Thanksgiving
and the 50-year period of peace that followed is one exception in a long history of bloodshed
between Native American tribes and European settlers.
In 1970, some American Indians began observing a Day of Mourning on Thanksgiving Day to
remember the violence and discrimination suffered by their ancestors. The Day of Mourning is
observed by gathering at the top of “Coles Hill,” which overlooks Plymouth Rock.
Allison Klein “How Thanksgiving Works” 7 November 2007.
www.henrycounty-bar.com
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Pandora E. Palmer
of
PANDORA E.
PALMER, P.C.
is pleased to
announce that
AMANDA R. FLORA
joined the firm as an Associate
Attorney
on October 31, 2016
80 Macon Street
McDonough, Georgia 30253
(678) 432-9958 Telephone
(770) 957-1056 Facsimile
Email: aflora@pandoralaw.com
Amanda practices in family law,
criminal defense, personal injury
and juvenile law.

Member Spotlight: Darius Pattillo
Meet Your New District Attorney

I am a lifelong resident of Georgia. I graduated from
the University of Georgia, where I received a degree
in Social Studies Education with an emphasis in
Political Science. After college, I stayed at UGA and
earned my law degree.
I have been an attorney for close to 14 years. I
began my legal career as a prosecutor at the DeKalb
County District Attorney’s Office. At the DA’s Office,
I successfully prosecuted criminal defendants who
were charged with serious felony crimes including
murder, rape, armed robbery, drug trafficking,
domestic violence, and crimes against businesses.
Previously, I served as a Deputy Chief Assistant
District Attorney. As a Deputy Chief Assistant D.A., I had managerial responsibilities that include
dsupervising attorneys, investigators, paralegals, and other personnel.
In 2009, I was awarded the Assistant District Attorney of the Year Award by former District Attorney
Gwendolyn Keyes Fleming as a result of my courtroom success and professionalism. In 2010, I was
named one of Georgia’s Best and Brightest under the age of 40 by Georgia Trend Magazine as a
result of my accomplishments.
I decided to become a prosecutor because I am a community servant at heart. In addition to my
work as a prosecutor, I have served as a criminal justice instructor at local colleges throughout my
career. Every year, I visit local public schools to educate young people about the criminal justice
system in an effort to keep our kids in school and out of jail. I have also volunteered as a high school
mock trial coach and judge. In addition, I provide internship opportunities to high school students
in the DA’s Office every summer.
My vision is to take the Henry County District Attorney’s Office to the next level by modernizing its
structure and processes and by expanding its community outreach. It is my belief that in addition
to the D.A.’s traditional role of prosecuting cases, the D.A.’s Office should play a more active role in
our community when it comes to crime prevention. An increased emphasis on crime prevention
is the responsible and smart approach to ensuring safety and saving tax dollars. Crime prevention
techniques combined with traditional prosecution will make our families safer, our businesses more
profitable, and our community stronger. I will also make sure that victims and their families are
treated with dignity and respect.
I am committed to running a District Attorney’s Office that is fair, effective, efficient, and responsive
to our citizens.
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Lawyers, Give Thanks:
You Have It Better Than You Think!
I can identify three things that are true for most
practicing lawyers. Of course, they are not true for
everyone, but I sincerely believe they are true for the vast
majority.
Thanksgiving is traditionally a time to take a step back
and reflect on what we have to be thankful for. For busy
lawyers, taking the time to do this doesn’t come naturally.
So I’m going to make it easy for you. I’m here to remind
you of some things you should be grateful for.
Your Personal Life
Let’s face it, we all have our share of problematic
relationships in our families, as well as with our friends.
That said, most of us also have relationships that we
treasure and value. Remember those valued relationships
on the days when a family member or friend disappoints
you. And, while you’re at it, do it again on Thanksgiving.
Your Professional Life
As one who interacts with lawyers on a regular basis,
I have certainly heard my share of woes. Here’s just a
sampling:
•“My clients are too needy.”
•“My clients don’t pay.”
•“There are too many lawyers to compete with.”
•“This job is too stressful.”
•“I can’t find good help.”
•“I’m bored.”
•“My opposing counsel is a jerk.”
I’m sure you can all add a few more to the list. But let’s
put this in perspective. There’s hardly a job out there
that doesn’t have some of these problems. If you weren’t
practicing law, similar and equally frustrating headaches
would surface in some other fashion.
In short, that’s life if you have to work for a living.
What’s Good About Being a Lawyer

First, we are part of a respected profession
(notwithstanding all of the lawyer jokes out there). We’re
proud to tell others we are lawyers and many look up to
us. Often we are leaders in our communities, and the
doors for these opportunities frequently open simply
because we are lawyers. We should be grateful for that.
Second, we make a decent living — a living that is usually
within the expectations we had when we started law
school. No one goes to law school hoping to someday
own a jet that they can use to travel the world to their
four vacation homes. Most attend law school with the
goal of being able to own a nice car and home, fully or
partially fund college for their children, and have a
modestly comfortable retirement. Most of the lawyers
I know have achieved or are on their way to achieving
these goals. We should be grateful for that.
Third, most of us actually help people. Some more
directly than others, such as those who practice
bankruptcy, family law, criminal law and personal injury.
Others help more indirectly by supporting the work of
companies that employ people. We each make an impact,
the extent of which is primarily limited by our own choice
of legal practice. Let’s be grateful for that.
In short, there’s more to be grateful for than most lawyers
realize. I hope this list reminds you of that. And I hope
you have a happy Thanksgiving.
Roy Ginsburg is a lawyer coach and consultant who
works with attorneys and law firms across the country in
the areas of business and career development, as well as
strategic and succession planning. He has practiced law
for more than 30 years – in law firms large to small and
as in-house counsel. He still practices as a part-time solo
practitioner in area of legal marketing ethics.

www.henrycounty-bar.com
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About
This
Month’s
Speaker:
Chief
Justice
HInes

Presiding Justice P. Harris
Hines was appointed to the
Supreme Court of Georgia on July 26, 1995, by Governor Zell
Miller to succeed Willis B. Hunt, Jr., former Chief Justice. He
was elected Presiding Justice on August 15, 2013. Prior to his
appointment to the Supreme Court, Presiding Justice
Hines served as a Superior Court judge in the Cobb
Judicial Circuit and a State Court judge for Cobb
County.
An Atlanta native, Presiding Justice Hines graduated
from Henry W. Grady High School in 1961. He
graduated from Emory University in 1965 and received
his J.D. degree from Emory University School of Law in
1968.
Presiding Justice Hines was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia
in 1968. He is a member of the American Bar Association and
the Cobb Judicial Circuit Bar Association. He is also Second Vice
President of the Old War Horse Lawyers Club, an Emeritus Master
of the Joseph Henry Lumpkin Inn of Court, which is associated
with the University Of Georgia School Of Law, a
member of the Board of Visitors of the University
Of Georgia School Of Law, and a fellow of the
Lawyers Foundation of Georgia. He is a graduate
of the National Judicial College.
After graduation from law school, Presiding
Justice Hines clerked for Judge E. A. Wright,
Senior Judge of the Civil Court of Fulton County,
for one year. He then joined the firm of Edwards, Bentley,
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Awtrey & Parker of Marietta, Georgia as an associate and later be
came a partner. Presiding Justice Hines was appointed to the State Court
of Cobb County by Governor Jimmy Carter and was later elected to the
Superior Court of the Cobb Judicial Circuit. He serves as Chair of the
Supreme Court’s Justice for Children Committee. He is the Court’s liaison
to the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education, the General Assembly,
and the Office of Bar Admissions. He is Vice Chair of the Judicial Council
and Chair of its Policy and Legislative Committee. He was appointed in
2015 as a member of the Judicial, District Attorney, and Circuit Public
Defender Compensation Commission.
Presiding Justice Hines is a former Trustee of the Kennesaw State University
Foundation, a member and Past Distinguished President of the Kiwanis
Club of Marietta and a Past Distinguished Lt. Governor of the Georgia
District of Kiwanis International. He served on the inaugural Board of
Directors of the Cobb-Marietta Girls Club and is a Past President of the
Cobb County Y.M.C.A. He has participated in the Leadership Georgia
and Leadership Atlanta programs and was selected as Cobb County’s Most
Admired Community Leader for 1993. Presiding Justice Hines is an elder
in the First Presbyterian Church of Marietta and has served as Clerk of
Session. He is an Eagle Scout.
Born September 6, 1943, Presiding Justice Hines is the son of James Reuben
Hines, a native of Leslie, Georgia and Edith Hawkins Hines, a native of Gray,
Georgia. Presiding Justice Hines is married to the former Helen Holmes
Hill of Talladega, Alabama. They reside in Marietta and have two children,
Mary Margaret and James Harris (“Hap”). Mary Margaret and her husband
Clem Doyle have two children, Harris Clay and Charles Hines. Hap and his
wife Kelly have a daughter, Edith Anne, and a son, P. Harris, II.
www.henrycounty-bar.com
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Commitment to
					Equality
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Selecting the Right Entity for Your Business
By: Audrey Lynch
Whaley Hammonds Tomasello, PC
Certified Public Accountants + Business Advisors
The idea of starting a new business can be very exciting. Deciding which
entity your business should be is what can be scary. Personal liability and tax
implications are two important factors when making an entity choice. The most common entity
choices are Partnerships, Limited Liability Companies and Corporations.
Most often, partnerships are chosen for professional service firms. The liability protection for
partnerships varies. These entities can include a General Partner having personal liability and
additional Limited Partners carrying limited liability. The activity of partnerships is reported on
IRS Form 1065 annually. Partnerships are flow through entities and do not pay income taxes.
Instead, the partners report their pro-rata share of income and pay the tax due with their individual
return. It is important to note that when guaranteed payments are paid to a partner for services
rendered, these payments are subject to self-employment taxes to the partner Health insurance
paid by the partnership on behalf of a partner is also treated as a guaranteed payment.
A very popular entity choice, especially among the real estate investors, is the Limited Liability
Company (LLC.) An LLC formation is available for single members as well as two or more members.
With one or multiple members, each member can have limited personal liability. A single member
LLC usually files the annual business activity on his or her personal return. A multi-member
LLC usually files an annual IRS Form 1065. The tax disadvantage for a single member LLC is that
the individual member may pay 15.3% self-employment tax on profits as well as federal and state
income tax. Guaranteed payments and profits reported by a managing member of a multi member
LLC may also be subject to self-employment tax. As with a partnership, multi member LLC’s are
flow through entities. Taxes are not paid on the LLC’s tax return since the members pay them on
their individual return. An LLC may elect to be taxed as a corporation. The tax effects of making
that election is described below.
Another common entity choice is the Corporation. There are two corporation types, a C-Corporation
and an S-Corporation. The S-Corporation is preferred among many l businesses which have 100
or fewer l shareholders. Larger corporations typically remain a C-Corporation, forgoing the
S-Corp Election. With each corporation type, the shareholders have limited personal liability. A
C-Corporation files an annual IRS Form 1120 and taxes are paid on profits at the corporate level, using
current corporate tax rates. Generally shareholders pay personal income taxes only on dividends
received. This additional layer of tax paid at the shareholder level is often referred to as “double
taxation”. In contrast, an S-corporation generally does not pay taxes on the profits reported on its
annual IRS Form 1120-S. Like the other flow through entities described above, the shareholders
pay personal income tax on their share of profits earned according to their ownership percentage.
S-corporations are required to pay a reasonable compensation to a shareholder-employee Of course,
there are many other entity choices that could also work. With these other entity choices come
other factors to consider. Nonetheless, don’t let this be the scariest thing you do in making your
business decisions.
About the Author: Audrey Lynch (Alynch@whtcpa.com) is a Tax
Supervisor at Whaley Hammonds Tomasello, P.C., with more than 15
years’ experience providing both individuals and businesses with tax
and accounting services. Visit whtcpa.com.
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Attorney Wellness
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Gobble
Gobble
Judge Brian J. Amero and the Henry County
Adult Felony Drug Court Staff extend an
invitation to you to attend the December
1, 2016, Drug Court Program graduation.
The 3:00 p.m. graduation ceremony will take
place in Courtroom B of the Henry County
Courthouse.
Please come and help us celebrate our
5th anniversary as a drug court and this
important milestone for our five most recent
graduates.
Justice Harold D. Melton, Supreme Court of
Georgia, is the guest speaker.

Come Join Matt McCord, Miller & Key,
Jordan VanMatre, and Bettis & Howard
for a

Christmas Party 0
Where: Deep South Deli

When: Dec. 15th 6:00-9:30PM

Are there never enough hours in the day? Are you turning away
clients because your team cannot tackle any additional work?
Do you simply need assistance on the occasional research or
writing project? The Career Services Office at Mercer Law
School can assist you with your entry level, lateral, summer, or
part-time hiring needs.
Let the Career Services Office help you find the assistance you need by posting a job announcement, advertising
your internship, coordinating interviews on campus or remotely, or by sending you a resume book. We also
can provide general salary statistics to aid you in creating a competitive compensation package. To submit a
description of your hiring needs directly, click here. If you need to discuss different options that may meet your
needs, contact our office directly at (478)301-2615 or careerservices@law.mercer.edu and we can walk through
different options for you. Hire Mercer Law!
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Who:
The Henry County Bar Association
When:

Thursday, December 8, 2016
6:30pm Appetizers and Cash Bar
7:00pm Dinner

Where:

Eagle’s Brooke Country Club
300 Lester Mill Road
Locust Grove, Georgia

Cost of Admission:
HCBA Members: Free
Guests: $40.00 per person

RSVP: pandora@pandoralaw.com
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