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HCBA LU NCEON Get To Know Your New HCBA Treasurer
This Manth Maritza Ramos

Maritza 5. Ramos earned her 1.0, Degree from
5t. Thomas University, School of Law in May
2001. Ms, Ramos soon joined the St. Thomas
Human Rights Institute, where she worked
for six successful years. Ms. Ramos believed
that in starting her own practice, she could
be more effective in helping people deal with
a variety of legal issues, In 2012, Ms. Ramos
founded The Law Office of Maritza S. Ramos.
Since then, she has represented numerous
dlients in State and Federal Courts. Opening
her own law practice has allowed Ms. Ramos
tofully realize her passion for helping people

Upcoming Luncheons/Events at all levels of litigation and protection.
Ms. Ramos is also fluent in Spanish.

April 22 Ms. Ramos is an active member of the State

L By with Babbia 25 Cobk Bar of Georgia. Ms. Ramos prides herself on

treatingeverydientwithrespectandintegrity.
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About Our Upcoming Speakers:
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Ralph Bailey serves as an assistant district attorney for Henry County. He
received his Bachelor of Science from the University of Louisville in May
1994.  He later received his Juris Doctorate from the University of Baltimore
School of Law in May 2001. Mr. Bailey also holds a Master of Business
Association from the Mercer University School of Business in August 2010.

Mr. Bailey decision to become an ADA was influenced by his father who served
as a police officer. As a result, he always had an interest in Yaw enforcement
and criminal justice. It was important that he worked for Henry County
because he wanted to serve and represent victims within his community.

Mr. Bailey was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky and is the oldest of three
children. He has been mairred for 19 years to Tannisa Bailey. The two were college
sweethearts at the University of Louisville. He has two children; Brittani Bailey
(a junior at Hampton University) and Bethany Bailey (a sixth grade student).

Mr. Bailey also served 14 years in the United States Military. He holds the title of
Major and has served as a United States Army Judge Advocate General Corps. Hestill
serves as a Senior Defense Counsel with the US Army Reserve, Trial Defense Service,
where he represents Army reservists with pending court martials or administrative
separations in the US Army. He supervises three attorneys in the Army JAG Corps.

He previously served as Senior District Attorney from 2007 to 2010 in
Fulton Court. He also ran the Genesis Law Group from 2010 to 2011. He has
served as Adjunct Professor at St. Leo University in Atlanta where he teaches
master’s and bachelor’s level courses in criminal justice and law related dasses.

He is a member of Shiloh Baptist Church, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc,
the NAACP and Henry County Youth Track Association. In his spare time
he enjoys golf, genealogy research, travel and physical fitness. He also prides
himself on being the first person in his maternal family to attend college.
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By Toni Schwahn, CPA, CFE

All too often when setiling a divorce,
couples agree who should be liable for any
outstanding tax liabilities and make it part
of the divorce decree. However, did you
know that regardiess of what the divorce
decree states, both parties are liable for
a joint tax liability? On a joint return, one
spouse can be held liable for the tax due
even if the other spouse earns the income.

There is a special relief provision for an
innocent party to have the outstanding
tax liability become the sole responsibility
of their spouse. The provision is called
Innocent Spouse Relief and there are three

types of potential relief under this provision:
1. Innocent spouse relief

2. Separation of liability

3. Equitable relief

The timing of the filing for this relief is very
stringent and you must file for relief no {ater
than 2 years after the date on which the IRS
first attempted to collect the tax. Examples
of collection activities that can trigger the
2-year period are;

1. Offset of your current income tax
refund against a prior tax liability and
the IRS informs you about your right to
file Form 8857

2, Ffiling of a claim by the IRS in a court
proceeding in which you were a party,
including filing a proof of daim in a
bankruptcy proceeding

3. Filing of a suit by the US against you to
collect the joint liability

4. Issuance of aSection 6330notice (intent
tolevyandrighttoadueprocesshearing)

If you feel your client may benefit from this
provision, please review Form 8857 and IRS
Publication 971 for more details.

For more information:

Tschwahn@whtcpa.com

whaley hammonds tomaselio, n.c.
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Mock Trial District Winners 2016 - Eagle’s Landing
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HAVEN HOUSE
HUSTLE 2016 5K

“In Memoriam of Sue Harden”

The Haven House is hosting the
4th Annual Haven House Hustle
5K on Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 9
a.m. at the Locust Grove Recreation
Center. 'This year’s race is dedicated
in Memoriam of Sue Harden a
former Board Member of the Haven

House. The cost is $20 Pre-Registration/
$25 Race Day Registration and the
Group Discount is $15 per person for
pre-registered groups of 10 or more.
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta will be
sponsoring a free TOT TROT. You will
need to register your child and sign the
liability form for each child. No T-Shirts
will be given out for the Tot Trot. 'The
event is open to all runners and walkers
of all levels. Race participants will
receive a T-shirt and goodie bag. To
register go to wwwhavenhousehustle,
com. For more information contact
Stephanie Carnell at 404-695-8098
or Leslie Jeffares at 770-317-2725.

On Behalf of Hands
of Hope Clinic

Mollie D. Cole, Hands of Hope Clinic
1010 Hospital Drive, Bldg B

Have you ever imagined what it
would be like to be ill or in pain but
unable to afford a doctor or dentist
visit in order to receive care? If you
had no other alternatives and had
to choose between your own health
needs, paying the rent, paying the
power bill, or paying to feed your
family, what would you do? If you're
like most people, you would put your
health on hold until “later” If you're
a hardworking person, struggling to
make ends meet, and have no health
insurance, when is “later?” For those
of us fortunate enough 1o have health
insurance, we can only imagine
this scenario but for thousands
of our friends and neighbors in
Henry County, this is a reality.
Henry County is fortunate to have
a charitable clinic to help meet this
need — the Hands of Hope Clinic.
Founded on the principles of helping
others and loving our neighbors,
the Hands of Hope Clinic provides
a medical home and emergency
dental care to many uninsured, low
income, Henry County residents who
otherwise would have no options for
regular medical treatment and access

n www.henrycounty-bar.com

to affordable medications. The Clinic
is able to help patients restore their
health and manage chronic illnesses and
diseases such as diabetes and high blood
pressure. Statisticsindicate that the Clinic
is effective in producing dramatically
positive  results for our patients.
The strength of Hands of Hope lies
in our dedicated volunteers, Board of
Directors, experienced and hardworking
staff, and long standing partnership with
Piedmont Henry Hospital. Piedmont
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Henry Hospital provides clinic space and
diagnostic services at no charge to the
Clinic while volunteer physicians, nurses
and other medical personnel as well as
clerical volunteers provide over 2,600
hours of service every year. This enables
the Clinic to provide $7 worth of services
to patients for each $1 donated. Thisis an
amazing return on a person’s charitable
investment! Hands of Hope depends
on the generosity of our community
members - both individual and corporate
- as well as grant funding to operate.
The stories of patients who have
had their health restored and their
faith renewed through the Clinic are
numerous. Our patients often express
their overwhelming gratitude for Hands

of Hope and the help that the Clinic
provides them. One patient came to
us in a heartbreaking situation - he
was diabetic with his blood sugar way
out of control, recently laid-off from
his job, lost his health benefits, and his
teenage daughter had been tragically

killed in a car accident. He was
depressed mentally, spiritually, and
physically. The Clinic provided the
compassionate carethatheneeded, and
hes now healthy (his diabetes is well
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controlied), employed and optimistic
about what the future holds. He’s told
us that the Clinic literally saved his life.
While this is just one patient’s success
story, there are many, many others as
well.  Helping our patients improve
their health - both physically and
spiritually - is what drives each one
of us who have been fortunate to be
touched by their lives and their stories.
Our volunteers, staff, and supporters
do what we do, because our patients
inspire us every single day. We
consider it an honor to partner with
our patients and help them change
their lives for the better. Its a calling,
and its a ministry for each of us.



